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HOW | STARTED 


Charles Bein 
As one of your latest and as your 


‘name for them is SPIFS, short for 
Stamps Perforated with the Initials 
of FirmS) only about four years 
ago, just for the fun of it, during 
the time when we had the black-out, 
when it was inconvenient to go out 
after dark and whilst we were wait- 


of these “damaged” stamps out of 
i commonest 


_to these orphans of Philately, won- 
dering what this “crazy idea” would 
lead me to. It seemed attractive to 
collect somethi that you could not 
buy at every s p shop and that 
you had to hunt for yourself. I set 
,the works going, spoke and wrote 
to everybody, up and down the coun- 
try, who was likely to receive per- 
fins on their ictters or to find them 
in stamp collections, accumulations, 
jetc., and the result is that the col- 
lection totals more than 28,000 
stamps by now and covers more 





‘after only four years’ collecting and 
IJ hope that you will agree with me. 

Our first stamps to be perforated 
were our “One penny reds” with 
letters in the four corners and Plate 


I collect all plate numbers of each 


a ee 


“PERFINS” 





die and my holding of Aah Reds” 
aione amounts — to 

5,500, including several "ae the scarce 
Piste 225. 

Collecting Perfins according to is- 
sues and denominations is much 
easier in this country than in yours 
because, thank goodness, the output 
of different stamps is much smaller 
than yours. 
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